Beaucoups 


Besiianty 


The first settle in townsniP four, range two West, wnich includes Beaucoups 
percinct, and the Northeastwest corner of Piackneyville Percinct was made in 
1816 by John Hutchings and William Hutchings his brother, two years previous 
to the organization of the state. The Hutchings were natives of North Carolina, 
whence, with their wives, they went to Tennessee, stopped aw:ile, and not being 
satisfied with the country, pisned forward to the Illinois Territory. Their 
origins] aim wes Missouri, whither they were on treir way, when in May 1816, 
they canped upon tne banks of Beaucoup, were they made their permanent settle- 
ment. dJonn Hutchings, beside himself snd wife and four cnildren, had a colored 
man nased Landon Parks, and Acis, his wife, and anothercolored woman, naied. 
Dinan, in company with hin. 

William Hutcnings' family coAsisted of iis wife and six chiluren, and a 
Miss Delilah Jones, wo :fterwara secome the wife of Sole R. Hutchings, his 


eldest son. When tais body of imigrants, e: 


iteen in all, with tv.eir several 
We,ons aad terris, ialted unon Beaucoups for a few daya' rest, t+ ey had no other 
expectation tan to continue tueir jouriey wien their teas nad rested snd re- 
eruited. They, however, found grouse 80 noundant and wild hmey so ptentiful, 
and the whole country wearing such a rich and productive appesraice, tuat tuey 
were deii-nted with what tuey saw, and the tuoucht impressed teem of ~bdandoning 
their trip to Missouri, in the course of a few dsys, however, they continued 
their journey as far 2s Ratcliff's or Sawyer's Point, in Washington Co uty, 
when they conelided to return to the ca ps tuey nad last occupied on Beaucoups. 
Trey accordingly beg nu t.eir return, end wien t.ey arrived at tueir destination, 
tnere was encomped within si nt of inea a2 large body of Kaskaskia Indians upon 


want was nen weir favorite camping sromds, aid wint is now faailiarly Known 


z 


as Hutchings* Prairie. The Hutchins say that wren tre. came tiere were greet 
quantities of elks, antelopes, snd deers’ bones scattered upon the prairie; tiat 
in Four Wile Prairie, celow Pinckneyville, tere were ma1y human : ones to be 

found. The presence of trese usnes they supposed at thet time to nave been 
occasioned by a desperate fisnat between the Kaskaskia and Kickapoo Indians previous 


&e.aettlement here, in which a <reet many of the braves were killed on both sides, 


shiva 


ead in t eir runnin. fi.jt were left aturied. Jona Hu chines ovilt ois csbin 


On tne ies. oY. oF sec. 19, 


wiles ne entered July 25, 1617. de 
wullt © tyo-story house ner ice orisinel cabin w ich was kas wM 28 i.5€ "Traveler's 
nna" for a number of yers; this cuildins stood for upward of fifty yours. 

William Hutenings first wvuild in the south side of the Hutchings’ prairie; in 
L619 ne recoved to want now known 88 thetvatson Pl ce, where he resided till death, 
about ten years efter fe cane sere. Jonn EF. inten nes oldest so. of Yillians 


Huten.nes, is pretty fasiliarin, 


enown irdashout the county, “ioving Been one 
of ine early schoolmasters snd Haptist Ministers. He aided in t.e organization of 
our county in le27, and wis qn of tne commissioners to locnte Pinesneyville us the 
county acest, and subs equently served as county judge. 

“rs. Mary Rice (wife of Yiraa Rice, deceased), dausiter of John Cutehings, 
is ? e only surviving wenber of tuat euisrant train-of ei teen pe SONS Ww. nade 
.ugir hoges 1. the tecritory of tue precinst in “ay, 1616. Sae was five ye:rs old, 
ween ner fatuer came to Tllinois. The ne.rest settlenent to tae ut hincs’ wren 
toe settled on Pe:ucoups wis Hatliff's or Sawyer's ss it was called, abot fifteen 


aile. distant, in Yash. 


Co nty. fir. Hutchinys srys it wes sot uneomuon 
tain, for se wole facgily to et rt sfoot eurly on Sabbath soravag to «ttend 
prencoing at hatliff's Point nd et back bome Before aivcnt. | 

The csildren of tie settler living west from Hutecnin s prairie, tirst atte.ded 


ta, Sciool at tie Pig Rocx scncolnouse, in Wasiagton County, ani those on ine exst 


¥ 


side went to a senool in Mud Preirie 


The .ivst scuvolhouse was u ilt in 1637 
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ad the second «t the Truster Place, in 
‘section 21, in 1850, .oth berg @aall low sugidaic. After tne in:roduc ion of the 
free s-hool system 15ur s::001 diatrie s vere foried, «cd houses e-ected in each 
of «en, at a cost of 21,275.00. 
Prowacly the first ai.l put up in the co nty wes inat iuild by Jonn Hutenings, 
pat 16°70. It was of the baad or tug sweys suyle, and zroid eorn only. 

suteh mes ult it for the ac.o modntion of nis settlement, auite as such «.: for 
profit. It was ope-ated .y two horegs or a yoke of oxen, end would grind as auch 
3 twe iy-Pive tushed of corn in a dxy. 

In 14, dilliem Jutchings,Jr., b:ilt - treed srist and <aw 2ill coasined, upon 


the old h mestesd police, on the .-n% of Sesucoups. He romd com ai woeat. snd 
? . 


sweed lumc: r with it a namber of yerrs. 


= Des 


before the Perry County Historical Society 
at Galum Church - June 1957 meeting. 


The history of the Hutchins Cemetery be ins in Rovertson County, Tennessee, 
in early March of 1816, 

Two brothers, John and William Hutchings, w.o hed nigrated into Tennessee from 
their colonial homestead, close to the border between Halifax County, Virginia and 
and Caswell County, North Carolina, becsme dissatisfied with their environnsent in 
Tennessee and decided to push on to the area across the Mississippi River frou tne 
Illinois Territory. 

The trip wes begun in tea wagons wi.cth contained tueir families end all tueir 
families and all their e»rtly posessions. In one wagon was John Hutchings, his 
wife, four children, and turee salves. ‘The slaves were Agis and Landon Parks, man 
and wife, and aiother solored woman named Diniah. The second wa,on contained 
William Hutch ngs, his wife, six children, and.a .irl nased Delilah Jones. 

The trip must certainly have been a trying ordeal for as t ey traveled across 
the Illinois Territory a coils in the party became so sick «s to make furtner travel 
a burden. As the wavons approached Besucoup Creek it. was decid=d to canp tnere 

‘until the cnild snowed improvement end tnen to continue on to t.eir destination, 
Missouri. 

At tunis point fale was to tsxe the veins end wide the destiny of tis small 
vand wio were seeking a place to mske their home. For as “ey were caaped on the 
‘benks of Beaucoup Creek the child died. 

And so it was, on the tenth day of May 1€lo the ce ila was buried on # .rassy 
Knoll overlookins bemicoup Creek. ter this the sorrowing bend asain started on 
their way to Missouri. They hed travele: to a point so ithwest of Nashville when 
the grieving mother of the dead c.diid prevailed upon the othe:s of the party to 
return to the grave of the child aid there to settle andmake itneir homes. ‘The wasOns 
turned eround and returned to the sacred spot. As they approacied tie creek, on 


the west bank they found « band of Kaskasitia Indians. Jot wisnins to alagle with 


o 


the indians they turned in a nurtneasterly direction « sort distance and nere 
temsined encamped until the indians left tu. veeinity of the srave. Then Jonn 


or Fs ward z = a ag 4 ee | - ‘ — aa 
‘utehings started vallding his fiyst cx>in on the Nay of Section 19, Towiship 48, 


Range 24, xear the «reve Site, wich he entered an July 25th, 1817. 


It appears that this cemetery wes aever iatented for ase by suyone otuer tuan 


tne foiilies of John ‘nd Willi-m Hutchiness. Tris conclusion is arrived st by the 
a a : 


Hutchinss Fasily Cont. 


small parcel of eround allotted for the cemetery. However, there were many persons 
bu ied tere from families other than the Uutchings, since the numer of graves far 
outnumser the sem ers of the Hutchings family that can be acco nted for as veing 
buried elsewhere. There is cueh to be learned avout “he nanes and circumstences of 
tiose buried in this cenetery -nd tne ‘ossicility of learniaz more appeses very din 
Since there are no stones left, nor snythin=s that woulda indicate it wes ever a place 
of burial for the dead. 

It has never been learned wiiel: of the Hutchings brothers was ihe falner of the 
chila that died in 1815 but it can only be surposed to have been John since he built 
S$ Gebin ne r the first zrave and the other brother, Willias, first ovilt some 
vistence south, 

It is estimated cy a person wio lived on tne place in 1900 that here were at 
thet time some twenty marked sraves. 

It appears certain tnet Joun Hutchings end his wife were buried t.ere. He died 
On the fifth of “ovemver 1843 and his wife died four days later on Noveaver ninth, 
1843. Wu. Hutchinss died on the iwentyeL.ota of Ausust 1865, the date of nis wife's 
is not known, wut it might be supposed that ihey too were leid to rest in this 
fe ily spot. 

There is one strenger resting on that hillside whose coming and going the sands 
of time have not blotted out. For there come to dutenin.s Prairie one day a4 
minister w.oge fseith was never known, byt that he had faith that esa mever be denied. 
He came to his de th wnen in an act of faith he atte xpted to walk upon the water of 
Eeaucoup Creek -t a time when it was swollen from heavy rains. Wis vody ws recovered 
five days later and hw was “aid to reat in Hutchins Cemetery. 

It is elso mown that a Lt. in the Union Aray by the name of Truster wio was 
killed at Fort Doxelson during the Civil Yer was outied there. 

Anotaer srave was filled cy Alexaider Hdutchinws w.o died of injuries received 
in t.e Black Havk at the Battle of Bad Aze 1832, | 

It is kmown that some of the early Rice family were Luried tnere. It is 
apparent from all information available that the Hutchings Ceuetery was used by all 
the esrly settlers in the township until other cemeterys cecsiie available. After 
Ro nd Prarie and 01d Concord vemeterys were started I have no evidence of aay further 
use being made of the ‘utchings Cemetery. he information now sthhand would make 
either the Lt. “rister killed in the Civil Jer or William Hutchin.s w-o died in 1865 
the last burials toftske place =t this cemetery. Supporting this is that fact that 
John Randolpii Hutchins, son of the pioneer Wm. Hutchings, wo fisured very prom 
in the early hisicry of Perry County, died on June 23, 1809 and his urial took 
Place at Cld Coscord woic., WO ld xlso indicate th: 


ai thet the 
ric “26% the old ceme ery h d been 


itd 
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Hutchings Fasaily Cont. 


abandoned by this date. 

In getuering the information on the Hutca ngs family, at every turn the Nice 
fasily neme turned up. It was not until I compared the information I heve on the 
Rice feuily thet I bacame aware that « very close relationsnip of marriages between 
teese two fenilies has lasted througa five states in tae past 160 years. In any 
cemetery you will find the two fasily nemes never very far apart. It is possitle 
that this rela ionsiip goes vack farther tnan 160 yeats, but that is as far back 
as info:mation is available at tng& time. 

And so it ig teat all tnose who cen trace their linesge sown from tne pioneers, 
Joon asiWillien tutchings, owe their existance in Perry County to the Hutch-.ngs and 


the cuild woo ¢ied May tenth, 181s. 


The follow.ns: are #he first lead entries in the precinct; May 16, 1833, 


William Hutchins ente-ed the B half of the 4.8, gu:rter of section 24, &0 acres, 


Mereh 1, 1837, John gu chins entered the N.E. quarter of the S.#, quatter of sectish 


Son of Williaa Hutchings 
Joon f, Yuteainzs 


County Conmissioners--—— LE27 


County Surveryors~ ---—- 1845 


og Se 3: L840, anc continued in office until 1850. 


Donated By Pandy Hutchings 


From DuGuion Call 
March 28, 19666. 
Patérts 


U. S. A. to John Hutchings; 3-10-1543; se se sec 24, t4s, r3w end 
e nw of sec 30, 143, r2w in Dist. of Lands subj. to sale at Kaskaskia. 


U. S. A. to William Sutchings, 6-22-1824; sw of sec 19, tis, r2w 
of lands directed ta be scid at Kasicesicie. 


Donated S8y Pandy Hutchings 


LIBERATION © OF GRO SLAVES 


Jonn Hutchings to Landon, Agis and o.ners} 


“ae@ all sen by t ese presents that I, Joan ‘utchix. 38, of the county of 
Perry and State of Lllinois of divers good end valuable consideration wnere 
unto moving do by t-ese presents sniraniss dite tree «nd Sa at liberty. Landon, 
coumonly eagincaed L-ndon Parks, and Azis and Jerniah, es, Joan, and Simeon 
four of the children of the said ae, and to each Pe tiem -Lll ckhaims, ricnt 
Satle;, interest and desiand what so ever of in and to the persons above named 
and each of tvem and of in and to tueir and e=ch of t cir services or Lla.cors 
wich I ever had sow have or can ave to the persons =tove namedor either or 
tien or to t eir or either of t:.eir labors orservices by reason of the re- 
eistering of the seid Landon or Ais or eitner of then before aaued under the 
law of the Tllisois of the Indiana Perritory soncerning the intreduction of 
ueszroes and sullatioes into the same or otherwise in testinony wiereof have 
here set my hand cnd seal tiis Sth day of Octoler A.D. 1830. 


Jonn Hatehings 
x His. Mark 
Simed, Se-led, :nd Delivered in presence of 
Devid Baker 
A. G. Jones 


